CASE 1112 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA V. KRISTEN PAX

A JUDGEMENT.

This court has heard the case of United States of America v. Kristen Pax, and the following is the judgment:

The prosecution team in this case presented a very creative visual aid and laid a good foundation for their arguments. The questioning of witnesses was effective, and Shouna Murase, one of the attorneys on the prosecution team, particularly stood out. However, the prosecution failed to strike testimony that was objectionable, and there was also a case of forbidden coaching of witnesses, which is against the rules of evidence. Additionally, the prosecution's behavior of clapping at the end of arguments was deemed unprofessional by the court.

On the other hand, the defense team put up a good emotional approach but relied heavily on their notes during the trial. They failed to raise an objection to the testimony of Vanderbilt on securities fraud, even though the witness was not qualified to provide such testimony.  however, made good references to relevant case law. The lead counsel's questioning was effective and not leading in nature. Unfortunately, the defense team admitted to criminal substance use in their closing argument.

After evaluating the evidence presented, the court finds the defendant, Kristen Pax, guilty on all counts, which include Bank Fraud Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1344(1) (Count 1), Securities and Commodities Fraud Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1348(1) (Count 2), and Attempt and Conspiracy Pursuant to Bank Fraud & Securities Fraud (respectively) 18 U.S.C. § 1349 (Counts 3-4). The prosecution team met the burden of proof on all counts.

The court sentences Kristen Pax to 25 years and a $500,000.00 fine on count one, as well as an 11-year sentence for count two, and a $250,000.00 fine. On counts three and four, the defendant is sentenced to fifteen years, each, consecutively, and a fine of $100,000.00 each. This is a total of 66 years of prison with an $850,000.00 fine.

The prosecution will move to the next round.

In conclusion, the prosecution team is advised to adhere to the rules of evidence, refrain from the forbidden coaching of witnesses, and avoid any unprofessional behavior during the trial. The defense team is commended for their good emotional approach and use of relevant case law, but they should have made stronger objections to objectionable testimony. The court recommends that both teams continue to improve their trial skills and follow procedural rules to ensure a fair and just trial for all.

Case law: United States v. Stanley, 928 F.2d 575 (2d Cir. 1991) (discussing the elements of bank fraud) and United States v. Hedges, 912 F.3d 313 (2d Cir. 2018) (establishing the standard for proving securities fraud).

